
  SATURDAY DADS & GRANDPAS PLAYGROUP 

LOCATION:                                                                            
Engadine Community Services (ECS) 
1034-1036 Old Princes Hwy, Engadine  
Playgroup NSW supported playgroups are led by 
qualified early childhood educators,  
giving parents the opportunity to meet other 
parents in the community & connect with their 
children through play. 
 

Provided in partnership with                       
 

 

    What’s On     @      Engadine           
     [March 2019]                  Community Services 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR ECS Manager, Melinda Paterson 
 

February disappeared like a whirlwind; the reduced days in the calendar didn’t help, when were pushed to meet deadlines 
for the Seniors Festival 14th-24th February and planning for our Women’s Health Forum on 6th March.  I want to 
congratulate Sutherland Shire Council on the Retirement and Recreation Expo, which attracted over 600 individuals, and my 
ECS Team, who rise to every challenge and tight deadline I throw at them!   Building Communities Coordinator Lee has been 
particularly stretched organising the Women’s Health Forum as part of the 50+ Club. 

I have taken my own advice from last month, and have joined Facebook and Instagram, so you can see photos on https://
www.instagram.ciom/engadinecommunityservices/ from our visit to Hazelhurst Gallery to see ’Take me back when…’, a 
seniors’ photo exhibition featuring one of our volunteers.  Aged Services Coordinator Kylie also posted bits of our LOVING 
AGEING WELL seminar on https://www.facebook.com/ECS2233/.  Please friend us. 

This month, the TOY LIBRARY is featured at Engadine Library; Lee and student-on-placement Gabriella put together a 
beautiful display in the glass cabinet.  We also provide toys for storytime on Fridays at 10.30 am https://
www.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au/Community/Library/Services/Kids-amp-Parents/Storytime/Storytime-Engadine 
 
ECS is committed to preventing social isolation of people in our community; we would love to see you on 26th March at the 
Befriending Morning Tea [see other page] or at ECS on weekdays 9.30-4.30 and Saturdays 9-12.  As always, you can call me 
anytime on 9520 7022, email on melindap@ecs.org.au or catch me in the office, if you have any feedback. 
 
 

           NEW IN OUR CALENDAR   www.ecs.org.au/what-s-on  
 

 Wednesday 13 March - Aged Services Friendship Bus to Woolooware Golf Club 
 Saturday 23 March –  Aged Services Big Day Out to Penrith Panthers 

 
 
 
 

IN OUR SERVICES   www.ecs.org.au/activities 

TIME: 

Saturdays, 10am – 12 noon 

C : Rebecca Pragnell 

T : 1800 171 882 OR  0439 010 312 

E:   rpragnell@playgroupnsw.org.au 

W: www.playgroupnsw.org.au 

For Dads, Grandpas & 

male guardians with 

pre-schoolers 0-5 years  

Playtime-Activities-

Morning Tea 



Engadine Community Centre | 1034-1036 Old Princes Highway | PO Box 583, Engadine NSW 2233 
T: 02 9520 7022 | E: admin@ecs.org.au | W: www.ecs.org.au | FB: facebook.com/ECS2233 

This publication is possible through the support of Australian Government Department of Social Service [Commonwealth 
Home Support Programme], NSW Department of Family & Community Services [Community Builders] & Sutherland Shire 
Council [Community Centre Funding]; however, the material contained herein does not necessarily represent their views. 

  IMPORTANT DATES THAT AFFECT OUR FRIENDS 

ECS acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we work and 
pays respect to Elders past and present.  We honour these significant dates for our 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander clients, colleagues and friends in 2019: 
 
National Apology Day, 13 February 2019 
This event marks the anniversary of the Apology to Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in the House of 
Representatives on 13 February 2008 by former Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd.   The Apology related to past laws, policies 
and practices that have impacted on Australia’s First Nations Peoples, particularly members of the Stolen Generations.  
The Apology was broadcast across Australia.  View information: Australian Government 
 
National Close the Gap Day, 21 March 2019 
Every year, people are encouraged to hold their own event on National Close the Gap Day to bring people together, to 
share information — and most importantly — to take meaningful action in support of achieving Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander health equality by 2030. View information: Oxfam 
 
National Sorry Day, 26 May 2019 
This is a significant day for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, and particularly for Stolen Generations survivors.  
It was first mentioned as one of the 54 recommendations of the Bringing them home report in 1997 - the result of a two 
year National Inquiry into the forcible removal of children from their families, communities and cultural identity. In 1998, the 
first ‘Sorry Day’ was held in Sydney. View information: Reconciliation Australia  View website: Healing Foundation 
 
National Reconciliation Week, 27 May – 3 June 2019 
National Reconciliation Week is an ideal time for everyone to join the reconciliation conversation and reflect on shared 
histories, contributions and achievements. It is held annually from 27 May to 3 June and is a time to celebrate and build 
on the respectful relationships shared by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and other Australians.  
View information: National Reconciliation Week 
 
National NAIDOC Week, 7 – 14 July 2019   Theme: Voice. Treaty. Truth. Let’s work together for a shard future. 
NAIDOC is a celebration of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and an opportunity to recognise the contributions 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians in various fields. Its origins can be traced to the emergence of 
Aboriginal groups in the 1920s, which sought to increase awareness in the wider community of the status and treatment of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians. NAIDOC stands for National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance 
Committee. View information: NAIDOC 

 

 ?FEELING LONELY? 
One in four Australians is lonely, and loneliness is 
proven to be as bad for your health as smoking! 
Would you like a trained volunteer to call and visit 
you on a regular basis? 
If you feel like you could use extra company in your 
life, the Befriending Program has volunteers who 
can provide company, conversation and friendship. 
 

                WANT TO FIND OUT MORE? 
   ATTEND THE FREE BEFRIENDING MORNING TEA 
Tuesday, 26th March 10am to 12pm at Club on East, 7 East Parade, Sutherland 
RSVP online by 21 March at www.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au/befriending 

Hosted by:   Funded by: 

http://www.australia.gov.au/about-australia/our-country/our-people/apology-to-australias-indigenous-peoples
https://www.oxfam.org.au/what-we-do/indigenous-australia/national-close-the-gap-day/
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/national-sorry-day-an-important-part-of-healing/
http://healingfoundation.org.au/
http://www.reconciliation.org.au/nrw/
http://www.naidoc.org.au/

